
West Urban Centre & Rural Northwest Review Area – Growth Needs 

AY Jackson SS– Addition Opening for September 2019 

Existing Capital Priority  

Background: 

A.Y. Jackson Secondary School, for the last several years, has experienced accommodation pressures and a need for 
additional instructional space.  It is a smaller urban secondary facility with a capacity of 759 pupil places.  The school is 
located in the former City of Kanata in the Glen Cairn neighborhood. 

A.Y. Jackson Secondary School is also a “holding” school for students generated from the adjacent Fernbank 
development lands until a new secondary school can be opened in the Stittsville area – a project which is a current  
capital priority. 

Development and Accommodation 

Over the past decade , A.Y. Jackson Secondary School has required the use of  7- 8 portable classrooms to accommodate 
its Grade 9 to 12 student population.  Given projected enrolments for the school in the short term, it is anticipated that 
a dozen portables will be required on site to support enrolment growth at the school.  

There are three large residential development areas located within the core A.Y. Jackson Secondary School attendance 
boundary; Monahan Landing, Soho and Bridlewood Trails.  Construction in the Monahan Landing, Soho and Bridlewood 
Trails development areas is ongoing. 

Secondary school students generated from the above developments will continue to place accommodation pressure on 
space requirements at A.Y. Jackson Secondary School now and into the future. 

Enrolment Projections  

It was indicated earlier that A.Y. Jackson Secondary School is one of the “holding” schools for students generated from 
the Fernbank development lands.  As new residential development progresses within the school’s core boundary area, 
enrolment at A.Y. Jackson Secondary School is projected to increase to 869 students in 2019 and 919 students in 2023. 

Given the size of the Fernbank development lands (between 9,000 and 11,000 total units at full build-out), we anticipate 
that the number of portables required on site will increase until a new secondary school can be opened in the Stittsville 
area.   

Proposed Solution 

The proposed solution to alleviate accommodation pressures at A.Y. Jackson Secondary School is to fund the 
construction of a permanent 12-classroom addition (252 pupil places) for September 2019.   

The addition would result in a school capacity of 1,011 pupil places and would alleviate current accommodation 
pressures and also address accommodation needs at the school until such time as a secondary school can be 
constructed in Stittsville. 
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Earl of March Secondary School, located north of Highway 417 is the only other secondary school in Kanata.  In 2013 the 
OCDSB received funding for an addition to Earl of March Secondary School to accommodate Grade 7 and 8 students and 
convert the school to a 7 to 12 grade structure.  Although the addition served to alleviate accommodation pressures at 
elementary schools in Kanata North, it has no impact on accommodation pressures experienced at the secondary school 
level at Earl of March Secondary School.   

It should be noted that growing secondary enrolments are forecast for Earl of March Secondary School over the course 
of the next decade within which time, a future secondary school is likely required.  Refer to  “West Urban Centre & Rural 
Northwest Area – Growth Needs” section for more information.  

The Capital Priority submission to the Ministry of Education for the Addition at AY Jackson SS was initially made in 2015, 
and has since been re-submitted annually to the Ministry of Education for funding consideration. 
  
The charts below detail the accommodation and utilization impact of the requested addition at AY Jackson SS. 

Projected enrolment and accommodation for designated schools – status quo: 
 

AY Jackson SS  (capacity 759)
9-12 SE TOTAL UF % Port

2018 846 846 111% 11
2019 869 869 114% 11
2020 881 881 116% 12
2021 879 879 116% 12
2022 887 887 117% 12  

 
Growth area needs and projected impact on existing schools: 
 

AY Jackson SS  (capacity 1011)
9-12 SE TOTAL UF % Port

2019 869 869 86%
2020 881 881 87%
2021 879 879 87%
2022 887 887 88%
2023 919 919 91%  

 
 
 
 
Notes: 

1.  Port = portable classrooms estimated to be required by a school for a particular year. 
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